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RECOGNIZING FAIRFAX COUNTY
PARK AUTHORITY'S RECEIPT OF
THE GOLD MEDAL AWARD

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Fairfax County Park Authority of
their receipt of the 2010 National Gold Medal
Award for Excellence in Park and Recreation
Management. This prestigious award is the
park and recreation industry’s highest honor.

The Fairfax County Park Authority was com-
mended for its outstanding performance in all
categories. The American Academy for Park
and Recreation Administration, in partnership
with the National Recreation and Parks Asso-
ciation (NRPA), presented the award to the
Fairfax County Park Authority at the NRPA
Annual Congress & Exposition in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Now a three-time Gold Medal
Award recipient and a finalist for several
years, the Fairfax County Park Authority has
demonstrated excellence in long-range plan-
ning, resource management, volunteerism, en-
vironmental stewardship, program develop-
ment, professional development, and agency
recognition.

The Fairfax County Park Authority serves a
population of more than one million residents,
which places the Park Authority in the Class |
category, the tier for park agencies that serve
a population of 250,000 and over. The Park
Authority hosts a myriad of annual events, and
operates indoor and outdoor athletic and
recreation facilities, historic sites, and natural
areas.

| would like to commend the Fairfax County
Park Authority for the exceptional service it
provides to the citizens of Fairfax County and
the entire Commonwealth. Their hard work
and dedication has improved the quality of life
for so many.

REV. DR. ANTHONY M. GRAHAM
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of Rev. Dr. Anthony M. Graham.

At the age of twelve, Anthony Graham was
inspired to join the ministry. It was at that time
that he began preaching in his local assembly.
At the age of seventeen, he graduated from
Andrew Jackson High School and entered the
United States Army. After six years in the mili-
tary, serving in Washington State and Korea;
he enrolled in York College, where he met his
lovely wife Leslie-Ann. They have been mar-
ried for 20 years with three children, Amara,
Anthony Jr, and Amira. Dr. Graham is listed in
Who’s Who in American Universities & Col-
leges. He graduated with a B.S. in accounting
from York College, a M.B.A. from St. John’s
University, a Doctor of Ministry from Bakke
Graduate University and a PhD from George-
town Wesleyan University.

Dr. Graham, who was selected as the
Claude A. Ries Pastor of the Year for 2005 by
Houghton College, is a tenured High School
teacher in the New York Public School Sys-
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tem. He is an accomplished pastor, teacher,
and conference speaker.

Dr. Graham serves as Senior pastor of the
New Hope Family Worship Center, an inner-
city multicultural ministry. This church was
planted twenty years ago and started with
twelve members. It now has a weekly average
attendance of 500 people. New Hope has sev-
eral ministries, including an after-school pro-
gram, computer literacy program, G.E.D. pro-
gram, compassion Ministries (providing food
and clothing to the needy).

In his district he is also recognized as a
leader. He was elected on four occasions as
a delegate to General Conference for his dis-
trict, has served as Chairman of the Metropoli-
tan Zone for five years and has been a mem-
ber of the District Board of Administration for
fourteen years. He has traveled and min-
istered in several parts of the world, including
Australia, Barbados, Canada, China, Colombia
South America, England, Guyana, Jamaica,
India, Korea, Russia, St. Thomas, Trinidad &
Tobago, and in many parts of the United
States. He frequently ministers in the areas of
revival, Christian development, financial stew-
ardship, team building and principles for suc-
cess in life.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the accomplishments of
Rev. Dr. Anthony M. Graham.

———

HONORING THE LATE LAURENCE
BUTLER “LARRY” DILLARD

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and remember Laurence Butler
“Larry” Dillard, my longtime Communications
Director, trusted advisor and childhood friend.
Larry passed away unexpectedly on April 20,
2011.

Larry was born on June 8, 1951 in Newport
News, Virginia. He attended Hampton High
School and Hampton Institute (now Hampton
University). He went on to earn his degree in
Mass Communications from Virginia Common-
wealth University, where he became the proud
charter member of the Eta Xi Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

I have known Larry since Little League
Baseball. We grew up in St. Augustine’s Epis-
copal Church in Newport News and he later
covered me as a reporter for WRIC-Channel 8
in Richmond when | served in the Virginia
House of Delegates.

A decade before joining my congressional
office in Washington, Larry’s first stint on Cap-
itol Hill was with another Virginian, Republican
Congressman Tom Bliley of Richmond. A few
years later, Larry worked for the Republican
National Committee and Senator John War-
ner’s reelection campaign.

Larry must have had a political change of
heart or he simply wanted to help an old friend
because he joined my campaign staff in when
| first ran for Congress in 1992. After the elec-
tion, he joined my congressional office and be-
came one of my most trusted advisors, Com-
munications Director, and Capitol Hill sched-
uler. For eighteen and a half years, the many
people who have interacted with my office got
to know Larry very well. He made every visitor
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feel as if they were the most important person
to ever visit my office, especially the ship-
builders. As one of several members of his
family who worked at the Newport News Ship-
yard, he was always a perfect host for ship-
yard workers when they visited Washington.
Additionally, Larry was affectionately known as
the “Mayor of Capitol Hill.” From congres-
sional staff to Members of Congress to the
many support personnel on Capitol Hill, every-
one came to know and love Larry because
Larry truly cared about them. Hundreds of Hill
staff and young people have been touched by
Larry’s mentorship and advice. He embodied
the true meaning of a Virginia gentleman.

Larry helped me accomplish a lot for my
constituents and his fellow Virginians. He
helped secure funding for Hampton Univer-
sity’s Proton Cancer Center and fought for jus-
tice for America’s black farmers. He was a his-
torian and was famous for his tours of the
Capitol. He was also an enthusiastic advocate
for the recognition of the 14 African Americans
who were awarded Medals of Honor at New
Market Heights in Henrico, Virginia during the
Civil War. Larry was also very active with the
African American Civil War Memorial and Mu-
seum in Washington.

There are no words to describe the pro-
found loss and sorrow that pervades all those
who had the good fortune to know Larry. He
will be remembered as a tireless worker, de-
voted friend, brother, father, husband and
mentor to many. Larry was a passionate his-
tory buff, avid Yankees fan, fountain of knowl-
edge, skillful diplomat and the consummate
spokesperson.

Larry passed away doing what he loved the
most—touring one of his favorite historic Civil
War sites, Fort Monroe. | was on that tour with
Senator MARK WARNER. We got the official
presentation in the front of bus, but everybody
in the back of the bus got the real scoop from
Larry Dillard. He will be thought about often
and sorely missed.

My deepest sympathies and prayers are
with his wife Sherry, his son Brandon, his
brother Randy and the entire Dillard family.

INTRODUCING THE POST-DEPLOY-
MENT STRATEGY ACT OF 2011

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 22, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Post-Deployment
Strategy Act of 2011, which would amend the
War Powers Resolution to require the Presi-
dent to develop a post-deployment strategy
when introducing our United States Armed
Forces into combat operations.

Going to war is one of the most important
decisions a government can make. From the
sheer magnitude of financial burden to the
devastating effects of loss of life, war is
among our nation’s costliest undertaking. This
is why it is crucial to develop a set of objec-
tives and a clear plan of action prior to engag-
ing in a conflict. Currently, the President is not
required to have such a plan in place before
sending our men and women in uniform into
combat.

Estimates put the direct and indirect cost of
the Irag War at a staggering $3 trillion, with
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